Harigae Goes Low In First Round Of Inaugural Iowa Event 
 
MARION, Iowa, June 5, 2009 - Rookie Mina Harigae fired an 8-under-par score of 64 today to take the lead at the $110,000 Ladies Titan Tire Challenge. The Monterey, Calif., native completed the first round of competition bogey-free on the par 72 Hunters Ridge Golf Course in Marion, Iowa. 
 
"I was hitting it well, putting well, everything was just coming together," said Harigae, who chipped for a birdie on 10, one of seven for the day. "I have a bit of a head cold today, so I really had to save my energy for each shot. I felt a little woozy on the driving range this morning, but once I started playing, my adrenaline just kicked in."
 
Harigae credits the recent two-week break in the Duramed FUTURES Tour for the improvement in her game, which she said was just "pretty good" prior. 
 
"I was playing OK, never great," recalls Harigae, whose highest finish on the 2009 tour is 2nd at the iMPACT Invitational in March in Daytona Beach, Fla. "During the break, I practiced really hard, and started putting better." 
 
Today's score marks the third time Harigae has shot a 64, tying her career low score. She last recorded a 64 in 2006 at the Carmel Country Club in California. 
 
Two rookies making their professional debuts, Stephanie Connelly of Pasadena, Md., and Cindy LaCrosse of Tampa, Fla., share a three-way tie for second at 4-under-par 68 with fellow rookie Garrett Phillips of St. Simons Island, Ga. 
 
Connelly, who led following the end of the morning round, says she wasn't nervous starting her first professional tournament. 
 
"I've played on tour a few times as an amateur," said Connelly, who recorded three top-10 finishes, including one win, while at the University of Central Florida.  "I was more anxious than anything. It was fun. I made a bunch of birdies and was hitting right next to the hole."
 
Playing in the afternoon, LaCrosse recorded five birdies and one bogey.  
 
"I was a little nervous at first," said LaCrosse, who recorded three wins in collegiate competition, including the 2007 Big East Conference Championship, while at the University of Louisville. "On my first tee, I pulled my drive left and thought, 'It can't get worse than this', and then I made three birdies before the 6th hole."
 
Steady play and a lot of good putts brought Phillips into a tie for second. Phillips recorded 29 putts, including a 12-foot save for par on No. 8. 
 
"I got a good groove going," said Phillips. "But I bogeyed the 17th, a par-5, which was pretty silly. I just missed a six-foot putt. I had too much club on it." 
 
The 17th hole proved to be a challenge for many as it registered as the most difficult, with a 5.42-stroke average. 
 
Tied at 3-under-par (69) are Ashley Knoll of The Woodlands, Texas, Kim Welch of Sacramento, Calif., Whitney Myers of York, Pa., Ashley Prange of Noblesville, Ind., and Pornanong Phatlum of Chaiyaphum, Thailand. 
 
Six players are tied for 10th at 2-under-par (70) with 12 players tied at 16th with 71. Fifteen players ended the day at even-par 72. 
 
Saturday's second round of the Ladies Titan Tire Challenge, presented by KCRG and The Gazette, will begin at 7:50 a.m., off the first and tenth tees, with the afternoon tee times starting at 12:30 p.m. The leaders will tee off at 2:20 p.m.
 
For scores and more information, visit duramedfuturestour.com. 
 
Weather: Partly cloudy skies with a high in the high 70s. Winds from the West at 10 to 15 mph.
 
Froelich Plans to Go to Town in Iowa 
 
While Kelly Froelich of Paris, France plans to make a name for herself during this week's Duramed FUTURES Tour Ladies Titan Tire Challenge in Marion, Iowa, her name is already on the state's map. Located 80 miles from Marion is Froelich, Iowa, a village named after her great-grand uncle, inventor John Froelich. 
 
John Froelich, who is listed in the Iowa Inventors Hall of Fame, made the first gas traction engine that propelled itself backwards and forwards. The "Froelich Tractor" was eventually sold to John Deere, one of the largest tractor-producing plants in the nation. Froelich also is responsible for inventing a washing machine, a mechanical corn picker and the first air conditioner among other contributions.
 
Growing up in France, the younger Froelich was well aware of her famous relation's accomplishments with the tractor, although was surprised to hear of his other creations. 
 
"There was a picture of him on display in our house," said Froelich, whose dad was born in Michigan, where John Froelich later relocated. "I've always known about that, but I just found out about the air conditioner. My host family printed out pages from the website (www.froelichtractor.com) to show me." 
 
Froelich plans to visit her name-sake town after the tournament is over on Sunday.
 
"Once I found out the tour was coming to Iowa this year, I looked to see how close we were," said Froelich. "I'm definitely going to get my picture taken with the 'Welcome to Froelich' sign."
 
Meldrum Scores Hole-In-One In First Round 
 
Lisa Meldrum of Montreal scored her first hole-in-one in competition today during the first round of the Ladies Titan Tire Challenge in Marion, Iowa. The former University of Oklahoma player used a 5-iron on the 180-yard 16th hole at Hunters Ridge Golf Course to make the ace. 
 
"It's more exciting than I remembered," said Meldrum, who has two previous holes-in-one, the first coming when she was only 12 years old. "People can play 50 years and never get one. I knew I hit a good shot and once it went in, I just threw the club in the air."
 
Contact: Joely Pique, Duramed FUTURES Tour at (319) 373-0290 and joely@duramedfuturestour.com.

